Lesson 5
Defeat and Victory at Ai
Joshua 7:1 – 8:35
· Questions

1. What trespass was committed and how did the Lord respond to it (7:1; see also 7:26)?

2. What happened when the children of Israel tried to conquer Ai (7:2-5)?

3. What concerns did Joshua express to the Lord about the defeat at Ai (7:6-9)?

4. What caused the defeat for the Israelites at Ai (7:10-12)?

5. What was the solution to Israel’s defeat at Ai (7:13-15)?
6. Who was found to have committed the trespass (7:16-19)?

7. What steps did Achan take in committing his trespass (7:20-21)?
8. What was done with the one who committed the trespass (7:22-26)?

9. What did the Lord tell the children of Israel concerning Ai (8:1-2)?

10. What plan was used to conquer Ai (8:3-23)?

11. What was done with the inhabitants of Ai, the spoil, the city, and the king (8:24-29)?

12. What did Joshua build, where did he build it, and why (8:30-31)?
13. What did Joshua write and read before all the children of Israel (8:32-35)?

· Digging Deeper

1. What was the “devoted thing” (7:1,11-13)?

2. Where are Ai and Bethel located (7:2)? Where is Shebarim located (7:5)?
3. What Bible examples are there of sins committed by looking, lusting, and taking (7:20-21)?

4. What would be the approximate amount of silver and gold mentioned in verse 21 (weight or current price)?

5. What does “Achor” mean and why was the place given this name (7:26)?

6. What OT command was followed by Joshua with reference to the king’s body (8:29)?
7. Where in the OT is the the command found concerning the reading of the Law at Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim (8:30,33)?

· Applications for Today

1. Trespassing the word of God causes the Lord to become angry (7:1,26; Heb. 10:31; 12:29).

2. When defeat causes discouragement we should turn to God (7:6-9; Rom. 8:31-39).

3. Transgression will bring defeat to the one who commits it (7:10-12; Prov. 15:34).

4. Transgression must be sought out and eradicated and the punishment for trespassing the word of God should be taken seriously by all (7:13-19,22-26; Acts 8:22-23; 1 Cor. 5:1-8).
5. Transgression brings folly and death to the one who commits it (7:15,25; Rom. 6:23).

6. Let us “give glory to God” by confessing guilt (7:19; Jas. 5:16).

7. Sin is progressive in its steps: looking can lead to lusting (coveting) and lusting can lead to taking (7:20-21; Jas. 1:14-15).

8. Sin cannot be hid from God (7:21; Heb. 4:12-13).

9. All the people (including the children) need to hear all the word of God, both the blessings and the cursings (8:30-35; Eph.6:4; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15).

10. When leaders and followers read and obey “the book of the law” great things will be accomplished for the Lord (8:32-35; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16-17).
